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AMERICAN GYMNASTICS ASSOCIATION 
2009 - 2010 BY-LAWS 

 
ARTICLE I – MISSION STATEMENT 
  The American Gymnastics Association is dedicated to the development of  
 artistic optional gymnastics for girls. 
 
ARTICLE II – COMPETITION LEVELS 
  A.  The levels are based on the average event score. 
  B.  Competition levels: 
 

SENIORS 
4 – Events 

    Level    Score 
    Senior Elite   38.00 – 40.00 
    Junior Elite   36.00 – 37.99 
    Pre – Elite   34.00 – 35.99 
    Level 10   32.00 – 33.99 
    Level 9   30.00 – 31.99 
    Level 8   28.00 – 29.99 
    Level 7   26.00 – 27.99 
 

JUNIORS 
4 – Events 

    Level    Score 
    Level 10   31.00 – 32.99 
    Level 9   30.00 – 30.99 
    Level 8   29.00 – 29.99 
    Level 7   28.00 – 28.99 
    Level 6   27.00 – 27.99 
         Jr. Prep Level 5   26.00 – 26.99 
         Jr. Prep Level 4   25.00 – 25.99 
         Jr. Prep Level 3   24.00 – 24.99 
         Jr. Prep Level 2   23.00 – 23.99 
         Jr. Prep Level 1       1.00 – 22.99  
 
Ranking Level – Any gymnast entering A.G.A. for the first time must first be ranked be-
fore they may compete for awards (first meet only, Jan – March, may perform  
saltos). 
Specialist Level – To be determined by adding the total score of all completed events, 
then dividing by the number of events competed and then multiplying by 4.  This equals 
an all around average. 
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ARTICLE III – COMPETITION REGULATIONS 
A.  A.G.A. competition rules are used except where noted. 
  1.  Senior levels will use  A.G.A. Level 9 optional rules with exceptions: 
   a.  All events except vault must have 3 A’s, 4 B’s, and 1 C. 
  2.  Junior levels will use A.G.A. level 8 optional rules with exceptions: 
   a.  There will be a 2.0 deduction for post flight spotting of any  
         handspring vault at all levels. 
   b.  All other events must have 4 A’s and 4 B’s using current code. 
   c.  Exclusion and changes: 
    All events need no bonus, no C’s and no B dismounts. 
    1.  Bars:  One B flight element required. Pullover on high bar or  
        cast with a pullover from either bar will receive skill value and   
       an element value of A 
    2.  Beam:  One acro series with one flight element required. 
    3.  If a vault is attempted, a complimentary 1 will be given. 
    4.  Routines must have at least 6 skills on bars, beam, floor, and  
        a front handspring on vault in order to receive a score. 
    5.  Routines on floor or beam that are one sided (acro or  
         gymnastic wise) will have up to 2 points deducted. 
    6.  1 point deduction is to be taken for each of the two tumbling  
        passes not performed. This is in addition to the standard  
         deductions.  All three elements must show flight. 
    7.  On floor exercise, a dance series of leaps, jumps, or hops,  
              one element must be a leap with 1 foot takeoff (minimum of  
         two elements).  
    8.  Junior Prep 1-5 have the option to vault with a mini trampoline. 
    9.  Bar routines for Level 6 and above will receive a 1.0  
     deduction if a unassisted kip is not completed. 
          10.  For Juniors only the requirement for split leap on beam will be  
       150 degrees. 
  3.  F.I.G. code of points modified to A.G.A. will determine skill value. 
B.  There are no age groups in A.G.A. 
C.   Level Advancement:  
  1.  A gymnast may be ranked in their gym by an A.G.A. certified judge and  
      the results must be forwarded to the tabulator by the next working day. 
  2.  A gymnast scoring more than the maximum for her level advances to the  
      next level in the next competition. 
  3.  A gymnast scoring high enough in a single competition to advance more  
      than one level must move to that level. 
  4.  The last weekend for Juniors and Seniors to qualify for State is two  
            weeks prior to the State Meet. 
  5.  A gymnast can only advance with the system. 
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  6.  Coaches can petition the Board to change the level of a gymnast because  
      of a special circumstances.  In the event of a tie due to a Board Member            
petition, the tie will be broken by contacting a past Board Member.  
  D.  Injured gymnast will not be allowed to compete in an A.G.A. meet. 
 E.  Standardized warm-up times: 
  1.  Junior warm-up times:  1:30 minutes 
  2.  Senior warm-up times: 2:00 minutes 
  3.  Vault warm-up:  3 for handsprings, 5 for twist or flips 
 F.  The A.G.A. season begins in December and concludes with the State Meet in      
May. 
 G.  Equipment height regulations for Juniors:   
  1.  The balance beam and vault may be set as low or as high as safety        
      specifications allow. 
  2.  The low bar can be set no lower than 155 cm and the span must be        
      within the number range printed on the bars.  The high bar may be                  
raised or lowered to any height within safety specifications. 
 H.  Dress code for gymnastics coaches at A.G.A. sanctioned competitions: 
  Pants:  Athletic warm-ups, “Docker-style pants, or jeans. (Hemmed, no  
     tears or holes) 
  Shorts:  Hemmed, finished shorts that are a reasonable, “child friendly”  
     length. (No shorts with tears, holes, or short-shorts [Soffe style   
     would fall in this latter category]) 
  Shirts:  Collared shirts or light business casual shirts.  T-shirts identifying  
     your gym or gymnastics event.  (No spaghetti straps, low-cut tops,   
    or shirts revealing the midriff.) 
  The meet director or a board member will speak to any individual found  
 out of compliance.  Attention will be brought to the coach’s infraction and   ad-
herence will be expected at the rest of the competitions. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP 
  

 A.  The membership fee for the current season is $20.00 per gymnast and        
$25.00 per team (which entitles each team to a copy of the AGA by-laws and       one 
judges manual).  Both fees are non-refundable, but the gymnast fee is              transfer-
able. 
 B.  Both the club membership fee and the athlete registration form must be  
      postmarked and mailed to the A.G.A. Treasurer by November 1st. 
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  1.  All new additional individual team athlete names must be submitted to  
      the A.G.A. Treasurer and tabulator no later than one week prior to their        
first competition. 
  2.  Before a gymnast may compete in A.G.A. their name (on an A.G.A.  
       registration form), a Waiver of Liability form, and registration fee must  
      be sent to the A.G.A. Treasurer. 
  3.  Each gymnast will be given a registration number.  The registration  
       number will be assigned by the A.G.A. Tabulator. 
  4.  Voting privileges for new teams begin November 1st. 
 C.  A team entering A.G.A. for the first time may not host an A.G.A. meet their       
      first season with A.G.A. 
 D.  In order to participate in A.G.A., a club representative must attend the annual       
A.G.A. business meeting held the third Saturday of June each year  
       (June 19, 2010). 
 E.  The membership approves all new teams by a majority vote. 
 

ARTICLE  V – HOSTING MEETS – REGULATIONS 
 

 A.  An updated suspension floor is required to host an A.G.A. meet with no  
      obstructions in the floor exercise competition area.   
  B.  All meet information is to be presented to A.G.A. members one month prior to       
the meet.  Meet entry forms must contain gym accommodations to include             
equipment specifications, awards to be given, specific day of the meet, seating       
capacity, air conditioning.  A.G.A. qualifying meets may be one day only.  
 C.  All entry deadlines may be no more than two weeks prior to the meet. 
      Meet directors may charge up to a $10 per individual late fee. 
 D.  If the meet is not full at the entry deadline, non A.G.A. teams may be invited if they            
       pay a one time $25.00 team fee to be forwarded to the A.G.A.  
      Treasurer. 
 E.  All meet results MUST be forwarded to the A.G.A. Tabulator by the FIRST  
      working day after the meet.  A $1.50 per competitor A.G.A. fee is to be sent to the 
       A.G.A. Treasurer for the A.G.A. scholarship , postmarked no later than the 6th work
       ing day after the competition.   
  1.  A late fee of $.10 per competitor per day late fee must be paid if the 

      results are not sent to the Tabulator or treasurer, by the due date. 
 2.  For an April meet, a late fee of $.25 per competitor per day late fee             
must be paid if the results  are not sent to the Tabulator by the first  
      working day after the meet; also, a club that sends April meet results in       
late, may not run an April meet in the subsequent competition year. 
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                 3.   All meet directors must use the A.G.A. tabulation program. 
  4.  All non A.G.A. teams are to be clearly marked so as not to be entered  
            into the computer. 
  5.  Meet directors must state the length of their vault runway and if they will  
            be running a scheduled bye. A vault table is required. 
 F.  All gymnasts advancing to a higher level are awarded and presented a  
     Certificate of Advancement by an attending Board Member or the Meet  
     Director.  These certificates are to be presented along with the All-Around       
     awards. 
 G.  All meets must be scheduled on the calendar by the President. 
 H.  Awards 
  1.  No ties for any event or all-around are to be broken at qualifying or  
            state meets. 
  2.  Team awards are not required at qualifying meets.  If a Meet Director  
            chooses to do so, the fees may not exceed $25 per team. 
 I.  There are to be no more than fifty (50) gymnast in each session with the  
     maximum of one hundred fifty (150) in one day. 
 J.  Meet directors may request specific judges for their meet no later than one      
     month prior to the date of the competition. 
 K.  Meet Directors must let judges know ahead of time about provided meals,  
      including breakfast.  
 L.  Meet Directors must provide judges with a map and gym telephone numbers at least 
       one week in advance.   
 M.  All A.G.A. meets must have two judges at each event.  All judges must              
       be A.G.A. certified.   A waiver can be obtained by contacting the Board. 
 N.  There can be only one A.G.A. meet held in one weekend.  The Board may 

      authorize more than one meet, if they feel it necessary. 
O.  The Meet Director has the authority to tell a coach that a gymnast may not       
      perform an unsafe skill. 
P.  The Meet Director may establish the times and order of warm-ups and 
     competition.  He may split up rotations to expedite the meet. 
Q.  Equipment adjustment may not be part of the warm-up time. 
R.  Meet entry fees are to be no more than $40.00 per competitor. 
S.  All gate fees for meets are to be no more than $5.00 per adult per day and no more 
     than $2.00 per child 12 and under. 
T.  Meet fees in A.G.A. are not refundable. 
U.  Vault warm-ups must be done by settings, highest to lowest or lowest to  
      highest. 
V.  Any soliciting must be approved by the meet director. 
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    ARTICLE VI – STATE MEET REGULATIONS 
 
 A.  Bids for the State meet are to be mailed to the President of A.G.A. by  
      October 1st of each year.   
 B.  Teams becoming members of A.G.A. for the first time may not bid for the State  

      meet. 
C.  The Board will announce the location of the State meet by December 1st. 
D.  The State meet will be judged by only A.G.A. judges.  A panel of two judges       
      per event plus one meet referee is required for the Senior’s & Junior’s State meet. 
E.  The warm-up/ compete format must be used at the State Meet. 
F.   The State Meet Director and Judging Director assign judges to the State Meet. 
     The assignments must be approved by the A.G.A. Board. 
G.  State Meet fees are not refundable. 
H.  When there are 24 or more gymnast in a level at State Meet, that level will be       
      divided according to the average scores of each gymnast for the season. 
I.    The Meet Directors (or Board Member) is to present to all competitors an  
      official A.G.A. Participation Award at the State Meet. 
J.  All petitions to the A.G.A. State Meet must be postmarked by the Monday  

     following the last qualifier (April 26, 2010). 
 K.  A hotel room must be provided for our State judges on Friday night as well as       
       the following nights if the travel time exceeds two hours. 
 L.  Awards: 
  1.  Individual Awards:  The A.G.A. shall provide for up to ten places or 50%  
            (whichever is greater) in the individual events.  No ties are to be broken  
            for any event including All-Around.  All State competitors will receive a  
       medal. 
  2.  First through Fifth place over-all team award will be presented at the  
            State Meet for Seniors, Juniors, and Junior Prep in two categories:  Large  
            Team:  Seniors, Juniors, or Junior Preps with 5 or more on a team.  Top 5  
            scores count.  Small Team:  Seniors, Juniors, or Junior Prep with 4 or less on 
       team.  Top 3 scores count.  Total 30 trophies. 
 M.  Gymnasts are not allowed to participate out of session at the State Meet.  
 
    ARTICLE VII – STATE MEET QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 A.  State eligibility will require each registered gymnast to participate in a total of three 
       A.G.A. meets.  An all-around gymnast must qualify on every event.  One meet must 
       fall on or prior to the last weekend in March.  One meet must be in April.  For 2010, 
       the March 27 meet may count as an April qualifier. 
 B.  A gymnast who attempts a routine but receives a void will be denoted by a 1.0.  This     
      score is given in order to be considered a competed event and added into the All-
      Around. 
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      C.  A Junior Prep Level 1 gymnast must score at least a 16.0 at a qualifying meet in  
      order to attend the State meet. 
      D.  A touch is not allowed in A.G.A.. 
      E.   Entry fee for the State Meet will be $45.00. 
 
     ARTICLE VIII – SCHOLARSHIP REGULATIONS 
 
 A.  From the proceeds of each qualifier and state meet, a $1.50 donation per  
      competitor for the A.G.A. scholarship fund is to be sent to the A.G.A. Treasurer. 
 B.  There is a $300 cap on scholarships.  Any remaining money will stay in the 

      account for subsequent seasons. 
 C.  If there are insufficient funds in the A.G.A. scholarship monies, additional 
      money may be taken from the A.G.A. account if available. 
 D.  The deadline to submit application for an A.G.A. scholarship is one month       
      prior to the gymnasts appropriate State Meet. 

 E.  To be eligible for scholarship a gymnast must qualify for state in A.G.A. for two 
      years, one being their senior year and display good sportsmanship. 
 
    ARTICLE IX – JUDGING POLICIES 
 

 A.  Problems with fees or accommodations will be handled by the judging  
      director and the Board. 
B.  Criteria to become an A.G.A. judge. 
  1.  Have two hours of clinic time per event. 
  2.  Pass the tests with a minimum score of eighty (80). 
  3.  Successfully practice judge a minimum  of two sessions (approx. 60-80  
            routines) at a competitive event.  (success to be determined by the        
           head judge) 
  4.  In order for a judge to add an additional event it must be approved by  

      the Board. 
C.  Per Diem 
  1.  Travel 
   a.  Riders will receive $2.00 per hour after the first hour of meeting  
             the carpool. 
   b.  Drivers will receive $.38 per mile starting with mile one. 
   c.  Mileage will be paid for driving to the meeting point of a carpool  
              starting with mile one. 
   d.  Any rider choosing to drive separately from a carpool will receive  
             gas compensation (amount to be decided by meet referee and  
            meet director). 
  2.  Motel:  If a judge is staying over with friends or relatives there is no fee. 
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   3.  Meals 
   a.  If meals are provided there is no fee. 
   b.  If the judge refuses a provided meal there is no fee. 
   c.  Breakfast is $6.00 
   d.  Lunch is $7.00 
   e.  Dinner is $8.00 
D.  Judges wage is to be determined by the Board using the following criteria: 
  1.  $.50/hr. raise if they attend the Judges Clinic 
  2.  $1.00/hr. raise if an event is added 
  3.  Cap on pay based on the number of events qualified to judge. 
               $12 – One event,  $14 – Two events,  $16 – Three events,  $19 – Four events 
       A grandfather clause will exist for judges who currently exceed the cap.  
  4.  Quality of judging 
  5.  Attitude:  Works well with coaches, gymnast, and other judges. 
  6.  Dependability and reliability. 
   
E.  Method for determining work hours. 
  1.  The starting time for the first session will be the scheduled march-in time  
            set by the meet director before the meet.     
  2.  The starting time for any other session may be changed before a break  
            if a previous session runs more or less than the scheduled time. 
  3.  Time stops at the end of each session when the score of the last  
       competitor is tabulated by the judges. 
  4.  Lunch and dinner breaks will be a minimum of one hour and a maximum  
            of one and a half hours (not to exceed three hours for lunch and dinner  
            combined).  Any excess break time will be paid at the hourly wage. 
 F.  Dress Code 
  1.  For women professional business attire.   A white blouse and black skirt  
            (knee length) or pants.  No high heels. 
  2.  For men: A white shirt and black slacks or pants and a tie (no jeans). 
G.  Disciplinary actions 
  1.  If a judge does not show or find a replacement prior to scheduled meet,  
            that judge will not be allowed to judge for the remainder of the  
       competitive season. 
  2.  If a judge is late for a scheduled march-in they will be paid at their  
            normal hourly rate for that complete session. 
  3.  If a judge is late for starting an event they will not judge the session.  If  
            it is a one session meet they will receive no pay for anything.  If it is a  
            multiple session meet they will receive all proper fees minus the  
       penalty. 
  4.  If a judge does not wear the proper attire the Meet Director, another  
             judge, or a coach should notify the Judging Director.  The effect these  
       infractions will have on the next raise increase will be determined by  
             the Board and the number of infractions. 
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 H.  If a gymnast performs a recognizable B skill, give B credit and then execution       
      deduction is taken appropriate to the performed skill. 
 I.  Judges have the right to change a score for the positive after it has been             
      scored without an inquiry. 
 J.  State Meet Head Judges will be paid $10 per day extra for serving as        
     Head Judge. 
K. Judges who are also a team coach may not judge a meet in which their team is  
     competing. 
 
ARTICLE X – BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A.  The Board of directors will act as the A.G.A. Ethics Committee.  All ethics  

      problems must be first directed to the Ethics Committee in writing before any      
      action is taken.  Unethical conduct by a member coach will be dealt with by the  
      Ethics committee in this manner.  The first step will be an individual inquiry into the 
      matter and then further action, if necessary, may include a one year probation and/or                                  
      suspension imposed.   
  1.  Changes in the A.G.A. By-Laws require a majority vote from the A.G.A.  
            Membership. 
 B.  Board of Directors Duties: 
  1.  President: 
   a.  Make arrangements for annual business meeting in June. 
   b.  Set up agenda for annual business meeting. 
   c.  Send information to membership about location, date, time, and  
                 agenda of the annual business meeting. 
   d.  Preside over the annual A.G.A. business meeting. 
   e.  Send new By-laws, competition calendar, club membership form,  
            athlete registration form, athlete waiver of liability form,  
       tabulation, scholarship form, petition form, State meet bid form and 
        A.G.A. team name, address list, and phone. 
   f.  Make arrangements for a booth at G.A.T. 
   g.  Provide new member packets at G.A.T. 
   h.  Provide Advancement Certificates to all Meet Directors. 
   i.  Select State Meet location with the other Board members. 
   j.  Accept all petitions, written complaints and recommendations from  
           members and present them to the Board members with a majority vote 
       required before petitions are passed concerning qualifying procedures. 
   k.  Insure that the membership operates in accordance with the A.G.A. 
       By-laws. 
   l.  Give clarifications of By-laws to members on request. 
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  2.  Treasurer: 
   a.  Deposit all income every month in the A.G.A. account. 
   b.  Write checks for all A.G.A. expenses. 
   c.  Give Treasurer’s report at annual A.G.A. business meeting and  
        provide copies to membership. 
   d.  Send copy of monthly statement to the A.G.A. President 
   e.  Report any problems with account to the A.G.A. Board. 
   f.  Give clarifications of By-laws to members on request. 
  3.  Judging Director 
   a.  Organize and attend training clinics for judges. 
    1.  Date for 1st judging clinic will be set at the summer business 
         meeting. 
    2.  Procure location for judges clinic. 
    3.  Assign clinicians for judges clinic. 
    4.  Provide copies of special rules and skills with changed  
         values for Juniors and Seniors to all judges and A.G.A.  
         members. 
    5.  Locate demonstrators for the clinics. 
    6.  Provide accommodations for clinicians if necessary. 
    7.  Notify judges at least one month in advance for judging clinic. 
    8.  Provide a form to judges for availability and non-availability 
         to  judge. 
    9.  Provide a list of judge’s names, address, phone number, and  
              pay scale to membership. 
   b.  Review and update judges tests 
   c.  Make recommendations to Meet Directors concerning judges & car 
            pools.   
   d.  Be the spokesperson for judges at the annual business meeting for  
             all business pertaining to judges. 
   e.  Provide a copy of Article IX of the A.G.A. by-laws to all judges. 
   f.  Handle any judging problems that may arise. 
   g.  Report any problems concerning judges to the A.G.A. Board. 
   h.  Give clarifications of By-laws to members on request.  
  4.  Parliamentarian 
   a.  Know the procedures in Robert’s Rules of Order. 
   b.  Sergeant at Arms at all A.G.A. business meetings and clinics. 
   c.  Give clarification of by-laws to members on request. 
  5.  Vice-President 
   a.  To assist in the duties of the President 
   b.  Record all A.G.A. business meetings. 
   c.  Order all State Meet awards. 
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 Special Addenda:  All request for payment of services rendered or the purchase of  
 tangible goods must be submitted to the A.G.A. Board prior to the actual  
 purchase or service being rendered. 
 

 Special Addenda:  Tabulator 
 1.  The duties and responsibilities of the Tabulator: 
  a.  Tabulate the scores of A.G.A. competitors for the season. 
  b.  Assign A.G.A. registration numbers to all registered gymnast. 
  c.  Send most current registration list to Meet Directors as needed. 
  d.  Inform coaches when their gymnast are in the wrong division. 
  e.  Provide State Meet qualifier list to the State Meet Director. 
  f.  Provide Split List to the State Meet Director when necessary. 
  g.  Report any tabulation problems to the A.G.A. Board. 
  h.  Tabulator must have meet results posted in computer before the next  
            meet takes place. 
  I.  Tabulation (for state meet) ranking is to be done by all around averages  
           for the year.  Specialist will be ranked by their four event averages for  
           the year.  
  j.  Only tabulation information may be placed on the A.G.A. web site.  All  
          other information must be cleared with the Board first.  
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Board of Directors 
 
1. President:               Joe Cronin 
                                            Gymnastics Sport Center of Wichita Falls 
                                            4377 Seymour Hwy 
                                            Wichita Falls, TX 76309 
                                            Gym: 940.696.FLIP (3547)     
                                            Cell: 940.631.FLIP (3547) Home: 940.692.1478 
                                             E-Mail: MrMrsFlip@sbcglobal.net 
 
2. Vice President:  Ben Whitfill 
    Gymnastics Sport Center of Sherman 
    1716 Baker Dr. 
    Sherman, TX 75090 
    Gym:  903.893.4153  
    Cell:  903.744.9904 
    E-Mail:  bwhitfill@shermanisd.net 
 
 
3.  Treasurer:                       Myke Saylor 
    Frisco Gymnastics Center 
    7210 Meadow Hill Rd. 
    Frisco, TX 75034 
    Gym: 972.377.3137 xt.23  Fax: 972.948.7526   
    Cell: 972.948.3805 
    E-Mail:  mykesaylor@friscogym.com 
       mykesaylor@yahoo.com  
     
                                               
4.  Judging Director:  Rob Harmon 
    Corinth Gymnastics 
    1402 N Corinth St. #106 
    Corinth, TX 76208  
    Gym:  940.498.4386   Fax:  940.497.4386 
    Cell:  817.692.1610  
    E-Mail:  coachrob@corinthgym.com   
                                                                                                                                   
5.  Parliamentarian:   Julie Cruz 
    Jewish Community Center 
    7900 Northaven 
    Dallas, TX 75230 
    Gym: 214.739.2737 
    Cell: 903.851.9502 
    E-Mail:  julieacruz@gmail.com  
  

AGA WEBSITE:   www.tumble.org 
Danny Blue, AGA Tabulator, 1914 White Rose Lane, Carrollton, TX 75007 
                     Cell:  214.223.5693  Home:  972.492.6412               
                                           E-Mail:  danny.blue@renatasoftware.com                                   
 


